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Following the G8 commitment in launching the Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP), the Italian 
Ministry for the Environment and Territory organized and hosted a roundtable in Montreal, on the 
occasion of the COP11/MOP1 on Climate Change, to discuss how the Global Bioenergy 
Partnership will work in synergy with other ongoing international initiatives and processes. 
  
In order to do so, Corrado Clini, Director General of the Italian Ministry for the Environment and 
Territory, invited to the roundtable discussion high representatives of the most important 
international initiatives, processes and organizations dealing with energy.  
 
In particular, the discussion panel was composed by: 

• Russia G8 Presidency 2006, Eugeny Utkin, First Secretary, Department of International 
Organizations, MFA of Russia 

• IEA Claude Mandill, Executive Director, International Energy Agency 

• IPHE, Methane to Market, Harlan Watson, Senior Climate Negotiator and Special 
Representative U.S. Department of State, U.S.A. 

• São Paulo State, Dr. Suani Teixeira Coelho, Deputy Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Brazil 

• REEEP, Henry Derwent, Senior Representative on Climate Change and Chair of the REEEP 
Governing Board, DEFRA, UK 

• Beijing International Conference on Renewable Energy 2005, Gao Guangsheng, Director 
General, Office of National Climate Change Coordination Committee, NDRC, People’s 
Republic of China 

• REN 21, Norbert Gorissen, Head of Division for International and EU Affairs of Renewable 
Energies, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, 
Germany  

• The World Bank, Charles E. Di Leva, Chief Counsel, ESSD and International Law, The World 
Bank Legal Department   

 
 
Key elements identified during the roundtable 
 

� Mr. Clini, in order to implement the Gleneagles Plan of Action, proposed to the Russian 
Presidency of the G8 2006 to agree on launching the Global Bioenergy Partnership within 
the G8 context and in particular on the occasion of the G8 Energy Ministerial, to be held in 
Moscow on March 15-16.  

 

Italian Ministry for the Environment 

and Territory 

 



� Mr. Utkin presented the major events of the next G8 Presidency 2006. It will be focused on 
“Energy Security”, considering that sustainable development of the energy sector is a factor 
determining not only global economic growth but also the quality of life of the population 
both in developed and developing countries.  

 
� Mr. Mandill underlined that the IEA Secretariat as well as the IEA Bioenergy 

Implementing Agreement are strategically positioned to be partners in the Global Bioenergy 
Partnership, in particular in order to provide expert advice in: 
• Supporting policy making 
• Development of bioenergy projects and markets 
• Supporting biomass feedstock supply thought information and research 
• Development and transfer of bioenergy conversion technologies 
The very involvement of either IEA Secretariat or IEA Bioenergy Implementing Agreement 
should be based on clear definition of objectives, goals and tasks to be implemented in the 
framework of the Partnership. 

 
� Mr. Watson stated that bioenergy is one of many alternative energy sources that the Bush 

Administration is focused on. There are a number of provisions supporting bioenergy R&D 
and commercial deployment in. 
The Energy Bill, that was signed into law earlier this year, includes the mandate to increase 
the renewable content of gasoline from 4.0 billion gallons in 2006 to 7.5 billion gallons in 
2012, which is roughly double current consumption. 
He believes that the Partnership has great potential in advancing the development of 
bioenergy technologies key to achieve: energy security, rural development, pollution 
abatement and climate change. 
Finally he stressed the U.S. commitment to bioenergy and to the Global Bioenergy 
Partnership, also considering that there is a lot to offer and learn from partners in the 
bioenergy area, and that there are many opportunities for synergies with other multilateral 
initiatives. 
 

� Ms. Coelho presented the Brazilian experience on biofuels. The 60% of Brazilian sugarcane 
mills belongs to the State of Sao Paulo, where the improvement and the enforcement of the 
environmental legislation, together with a low water consumption, allowed a fully 
sustainable sugarcane ethanol production. 
She illustrated good perspectives for Developing Countries in the biofuel sector: 

• It could offer CDM opportunity; 

• The production of biofuels could serve local consumption, with the additional positive 
effects of favoring new jobs, industrial development, use of degraded lands and 
reduction of oil imports; 

• Biofuels can be exported to developed countries in order to reach their Kyoto Protocol 
targets, with the positive effect of increasing revenues for developing countries. 

 
� Mr. Derwent presented the main activities of REEEP, that includes also cogeneration 

projects in Negros, Philippines, and in East Africa. REEEP is aimed at reducing GHG 
emissions, improving access to energy, and collecting economic benefits from energy 
efficiency. 
Making a reference to the UK national situation, he mentioned new measures to make 
transport fuels greener by requiring 5% of all UK fuel sold on UK forecourts to come from a 
renewable source by 2010. An obligation will ensure a cost effective transition to a 
renewably fuelled transport system over the long term, saving around 1 million tonnes of 
carbon emissions a year by 2010. 

 
� Mr. Guangsheng reported on the major results achieved at the Beijing International 

Conference on Renewable Energy 2005.  



According to the Chinese Mid and Long-term Development Plan of Renewable Energy, 
hydroelectricity installed capacity will reach 290 million KW, development degree of it will 
reach about 70%; biomass power generation will reach 20 million KW, wind power will 
reach 30 million KW and solar energy power generation will reach 2 million KW, trying to 
make total power installed capacity of renewable energy installation reach over 30% by 
2020.  
Development and use of rural biomass energy will be regarded as important measures to 
develop modern agriculture. By 2020, annual use quantity of firedamp will reach 24 billion 
m3. and annual use of biomass particle fuel will reach about 50 million tons. At the same 
time, biomass liquid fuel with energy crop as main raw materials to reach such capacity to 
replace 10 million tons of petroleum by 2020 will be developed. 
 

� Mr. Gorissen presented the REN21 as a global policy network aimed at providing a forum 
for international leadership on renewable energy. Its goal is to allow the rapid expansion of 
renewable energies in developing and industrial countries by bolstering policy development 
and decision-making on sub-national, national and international levels.  
He stressed the GBEP could play a complementary role among the ongoing initiatives on 
bioenergy. 

 
� Mr. Di Leva presented the World Bank views on bioenergy, considered to be a key strategic 

element to address energy needs in the future, and mentioned the World Bank portfolio of 
renewable energy projects which is valued at $6.2 billion, with 27 projects related to 
bioenergy.  
He stressed the fact that important considerations have to be done on this regard. It is 
important that bioenergy projects do not get captured only by large agribusiness to the 
detriment of small farmers. While there may be certain efficiencies, the social costs need to 
be kept in consideration. In addition, the possible use of subsidies need to be taken into 
account. While it may be natural to require them at the outset of the bioenergy business to 
enable it to begin on a strong basis, such public funds should not be used to the disadvantage 
of poorer farmers.  

 


