UNFCCC COP 12 — Nairobi Side Event

The Global Bioenergy Partnership: working togetherto promote bioenergy for
sustainable development and climate change mitigatn

The side event, “The Global Bioenergy
Partnership: working together to promote
bioenergy for sustainable development
and climate change mitigation”, was held
on 17 November, the last day of the high-
level segment of the COP, during the
lunchtime slot at the EU Pavilion. Over
80 delegates participated in the side event,
which featured five speakers followed by
questions and discussion.

Mr Paolo Soprano(ltaly, representing Corrado Clini, Chair
of the GBEP Steering Committee) provided an ovenaé
the Partnership’s objectives and activities, ingigdthe
focus of the immediate work programme on: a) awesen
raising and information management; b) bioenergyg an
| sustainability; c) bioenergy and trade; and d) methogies

| to measure the reduction of greenhouse gas emssiiom
bioenergy use.

Mr Surya Sethi (India)outlined the importance of bioenergy in India weheon-commercial
energy is significant and is heavily reliant on rbass.
Bioenergy meets some 60 percent of Indian domestic
energy needs and Mr Sethi stressed the challenigerease
conversion efficiency to reduce pressure on faesburces.

Mr Sethi further highlighted the need to promotstainable
development of bioenergy, which will be second otdy
solar among renewable energy sources, to ensurg foo
security as well as water availability which he gested
would overtake energy as India’s most pressing €nn

the near future. Cellulosic ethanol is perceivedh aource

of great promise that India is promoting in additio non-
sugar ethanol feedstocks such as sweet sorghum.



Mr Luiz Figueiredo (Brazil) presented Brazil's experience as a leader in iibfeidls market.
Brazil relies on renewable energy for 45 percentitef
energy demand, and ethanol accounts for 17 pemment
vehicle fuels. He explained the history of governme
support to the ethanol sector through regulatory @mce
support measures but pointed out that to date wety
limited government support remains and that it iargely
private sector driven profitable industry. Mr Figneelo
highlighted important new developments in the ethan
sector, in particular the rapid increase in thedpobion and
use of flex-fuel vehicles. He also provided a baeérview

of Brazil's biodiesel programme which aims to congienvironmental and social goals,

supporting family farm production rather than lasgale enterprises. Finally, Mr Figueiredo

pointed to the development of H-Bio, a new Branili@chnology to complement current
biodiesel and bioethanol products.

Mr Harlan Watson (US)discussed the US approach to bioenergy and itsimoldimate
change mitigation. The US promotes bioenergy ireotd reap multiple benefits including
energy security, economic development and enviromaheustainability. While the US has
emerged as the world leader in ethanol production

(predominantly from corn), ethanol still accounts fess than 2

percent of US transportation fuel demand. Mr Watson

highlighted the gamma of support measures maddabi@ifrom

federal, state and local governments, includingniga tax

incentives, lending, credit enhancement, regulateaypdates and

R&D funds. At the federal level both the DepartmehEnergy

and the Department of Agriculture implement impottaupport

programmes. Mr Watson also stressed the importplaced by

the US on international partnerships, including &BRut also the APEC Energy Group
Biofuels Task Force, and the Brazil Ethanol Forum.

Mr Jochen Flasbarth (Germany)speaking also on behalf of the German Governmeisi
role as the next president of the G-8, confirmealithportance of bioenergy and its role in
combating climate change. He pointed out that im@ay bioenergy already accounts for 2
percent of electricity generation and 5.2 percéieat generation.
With respect to the promotion of bioenergy in depaig
countries, Mr Flasbarth stressed the importancgetiing credible
standards that safeguard environmental, social @cahomic
benefits — an undertaking for which a global apphos needed
and which will also be an issue taken up by thenGer G-8
presidency. For this reason he welcomed GBEP’s sfoon
sustainability within its immediate work programnie.order for
standards to be effective, Mr Flasbarth emphasthedneed to
establish credible verification systems buildingonexisting experience in organic farming
and forestry and avoiding excessive bureaucratartef Finally, Mr Flasbarth reminded the
audience of the upcoming 15European Biomass Conference and Exhibition in iBerl
scheduled in May 2007.

Slides and speeches can be accessed temporardyfiptiext-ftp.fao.org/SD/data/SDR/GBEP
and eventually through the GBEP website.




