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GBEP advances capacity building for sustainable bioenergy 
 
Rome, Friday 16 November 2012 – The 14

th
 Steering Committee of the Global Bioenergy Partnership 

(GBEP) met at FAO Headquarters today and endorsed the way forward for the GBEP programme of 
work, under the reconfirmed chairmanship of Corrado Clini, Minister of Environment of Italy, and 
Mariangela Rebuá, Director General of the Ministry of External Relations of Brazil, for the next 
biennium (2013-2014).  

The Steering Committee appreciated the discussions of the GBEP Working Group on Capacity 
Building focused on “sustainable modern wood energy development” and on the cooperation with 
IRENA  to develop a “Global Bioenergy Atlas”. 

Traditional use of woody biomass is the dominant source of energy for cooking and heating in 
developing countries, often used in unsustainable ways. Woody biomass is also important in other 
countries for modern energy services, in particular in OECD countries driven by the need of reducing 
CO2 emissions, diversifying energy supplies, improving energy security and enhancing local 
livelihoods. Parallel to this, there is also a great interest from the private sector in modern wood 
energy development. To address these challenges, supportive policy and institutional environments 
are required and GBEP is committed to further work on this matter in order to contribute to provide 
guidance and ensure that wood energy development brings the expected benefits and is done in a 
sustainable manner.  

The Global Bioenergy Atlas is aimed to combine and expand existing databases on bioenergy 
potential around the world into a unique web-portal that will provide essential information for decision 
making and bioenergy investment. A large technical and knowledge gap exists between nations 
having access to the necessary funding, technologies, and expertise to evaluate their national 
potentials and countries that do not currently possess those abilities. The support and active 
involvement of national governments, international organizations, and the civil society is paramount for 
the accuracy, representativeness and coverage of the Atlas and ultimately for the dissemination and 
acquisition of this tool. The membership and mandate of GBEP would enable to successful ly drive the 
process of mapping global bioenergy resources for the Atlas, in strong cooperation with IRENA.  

 
Corrado Clini, CBEP Chair and Italian Minister for the Environment Land and Sea stated: 
“Modern bioenergy presents very good opportunities for sustainable development, climate change 
mitigation, food and energy security. The access to adequate and affordable energy is one of the 
basic requirements for guaranteeing the wellbeing and development of rural populations on a 
sustainable basis. The General Assembly of the UN has declared 2012 as the International Year of 
Sustainable Energy for All. The current gap in global energy access is enormous. Nearly two billion 
people, mostly in rural areas of developing countries, are without electricity and rely on burning 
fuelwood for their household activities. Bioenergy has a special role to play and GBEP has been 
working to give guidance towards the sustainable development of bioenergy, also to improve energy 
access.”  

Minister Clini added: “Sustainability is key to ensure that bioenergy will reach its potential. It is crucial 
that producing energy from biomass does not compete with food production: energy crops should be 
in addition to, and not substitute, food crops. Furthermore, it is essential to consider the role of 
bioenergy technologies in decarbonizing the global energy system. The tools developed by GBEP, in 
particular the sustainability indicators for bioenergy, can help provide consumers with the certainty that 
the production and use of bioenergy benefits the environment, contributes to social and economic 
development, and doesn’t affect the availability of food.” 

The Steering Committee further welcomed the important progress made in the ongoing capacity 
building activities to facilitate sustainable modern bioenergy at the regional level. The GBEP workshop 



 

 

organized in Rome and focused on resource assessments to promote effective policy planning for a 
sustainable bioenergy sector in the ECOWAS region has been particularly appreciated.   

Moreover, the first half of 2013 will see the organization of the activity group consisting in a study tour 
for capacity building and training led by Brazil. In the week of 11

th
 to 15

th
 March 2013, Brazil is hosting 

the ”Bionergy Week” in Brasília, at EMBRAPA Agroenergy headquarters, to build capacities for the 
sustainable production of bioenergy, applying GBEP’s sustainability indicators.   

The study tour intends to structure and improve the quality of international cooperation, in particular 
between GBEP and developing countries, in the area of renewable bioenergy. It also provides 
developing countries with technical, regulatory and policy tools to develop the sustainable production 
and use of bioenergy. 

Ambassador Mariangela Rebuá, GBEP Co-Chair and Director of the Department of Energy at 
the Ministry of External Relations in Brazil, commented: “To meet the aspirations of sustainable 
development we will have to produce more energy. Bioenergy is a key component to meet these 
challenges of sustainable development in a sustainable way, with social inclusion, sustained economic 
growth and less pressure on the environment. GBEP`s work has a value added to the sustainable 
utilization of bioenergy as it counts with Partners and Observers from different regions and 
perspectives which can contribute to more holistic approach to the implementation of GBEP’s 24 
indicators on sustainability”.  

The Steering Committee commended Partners and Observers for their hard commitment regarding the 
implementation of GBEP sustainability indicators for bioenergy towards the promotion of a vibrant, 
sustainable bioenergy sector. These indicators allow countries to evaluate the environmental, social 
and economic effects of their bioenergy sector based on national goals of sustainable development, 
as well as to inform policy development. The Steering Committee committed to continue implementing 
these indicators, as well as sharing data and experiences derived from their implementation in several 
developed and developing countries.  

Note to editors: 
 
About the Global Bioenergy Partnership 
 
GBEP is an international initiative established in 2005 as a response to a G8 mandate - renewed in 
the following G8 Summits – and is a forum where voluntary cooperation works towards consensus 
amongst governments, intergovernmental organizations and other partners. Six years after its 
establishment and at a time of intense debate on bioenergy, GBEP, which has been continuously 
growing and currently stands at 36 Partners and 36 Observers, is actively working to advance 
bioenergy for sustainable development, climate change mitigation, and food and energy security. It 
also provides a platform for sharing information and examples of good practice.  
 
GBEP is currently co-chaired by Italy and Brazil with the support of the GBEP Secretariat, hosted at 
FAO Headquarters in Rome. 
 
On May 2011 GBEP agreed a set of 24 relevant, practical, science-based, voluntary sustainability 
indicators for bioenergy. In light of this, GBEP published “The Global Bioenergy Partnership 
Sustainability Indicators for Bioenergy” report in December 2011. It includes supporting information 
and methodologies for the measurement of indicators. The indicators are intended to guide any 
analysis undertaken of bioenergy at the domestic level with a view to informing decision making and 
facilitating the sustainable development of bioenergy. 
 
For additional information please visit the GBEP website: www.globalbioenergy.org 
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