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IntroductionIntroduction

• Held 7 & 8 Nov. 2013: Praia, Cape Verde

• Supported by the Govt. of the 
Netherland

• 14 ECOWAS member states participated• 14 ECOWAS member states participated

• Project Implementer, Partners for 
Innovation and the 3 Ghana National 
Institutions were in attendance

• Cape Verde had Reps from 
Agric/Forestry, Env., Water Resources

• At least 30 participants attended
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PicturisquePicturisque
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Rationale:
• The GBEP indicators were tested in the 

Ghanaian context to establish their feasibility 
and enhance their practicality as a tool for 

Background: Piloting Background: Piloting GBEP GBEP 
SustainabilitySustainability
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and enhance their practicality as a tool for 
policymaking. 

• The Pilot Study was funded by the 
Government of the Netherlands.

• Conducted in 2012



The main aims of this pilot study were to: 
• Enhancing the capacity of the host country 

(and ECOWAS) to use the GBEP indicators 
as a tool for assessing the sustainability of its 

GBEP Indicators Pilot Study GBEP Indicators Pilot Study 
in in Ghana Ghana 
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as a tool for assessing the sustainability of its 
bioenergy sector and/or developing 
sustainable bioenergy policies;

• Learning lessons on how to apply the 
indicators and how to enhance their 
practicality as a tool for policymakers and 
giving this as feedback to the GBEP 
community.



The Study emphasized the value of the pilot 
study for Ghana and how it facilitated the 
discussion and cooperation between 
policymakers and researchers. It also stressed 

GBEP Indicators Pilot Study GBEP Indicators Pilot Study 
in in Ghana Ghana 
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policymakers and researchers. It also stressed 
the importance of starting with the indicators in a 
simplified but structured manner and that a full-
fledged implementation of the indicators in 
Ghana would require significant time and 
resources but is currently not necessary, given 
the immaturity of the bioenergy sector.



Workshop Objectives Workshop Objectives 

• Held to disseminate the results of the 

pilot project on the GBEP SI indicators 

conducted in Ghana. 

• Specifically provided information to the 
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• Specifically provided information to the 

ECOWAS member states on GBEP, its 

activities, the Sustainability Indicators 

and the benefits of these indicators. 

• shared the results of the Pilot Study of 

the GBEP Sustainability Indicators with 

the ECOWAS member states



Ghana Country BackgroundGhana Country Background
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Ghana Country Background Ghana Country Background 

• High dependence on traditional 
biomass 

• almost 72% of the total energy 
consumption comes from the biomass. consumption comes from the biomass. 

• In addition, over 80% of the population 
uses wood and charcoal for domestic 
cooking.  

•• Bioenergy Bioenergy policy draftedpolicy drafted

–– WoodfuelWoodfuel. Biofuel and Biomass wastes . Biofuel and Biomass wastes 
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Workshop PresentationsWorkshop Presentations

• Introduction and Background on 

• Bioenergy and Sustainability

• GBEP Sustainability Indicators (SI)

• The 3 pillars of the SI: Social, economic and • The 3 pillars of the SI: Social, economic and 

environmental

• Introduction to the Pilot Study

• The Pilot Study Project 

• Processes and methodologies in the pilot Study

• General outcome of the Study
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Workshop PresentationsWorkshop Presentations

• Study on Environmental Pilars: 

Indicators 1, 2, 3, & 8

• Study on Social Pilars: Indicators 10, 12 

& 14

• Study on Economic Pilars: Indicators 

17, 18 20 & 23
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On data availability: 
• Data related to bioenergy production and use 

is scarce;
• Bioenergy sectors in many African countries 

Lessons Learned Lessons Learned 
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• Bioenergy sectors in many African countries 
including Ghana are relatively new- more 
work needs to be done to gather relevant data 

• The Study has enabled gaps to be identified 
and has given a better understanding on how 
to conduct a holistic study. 



On GBEP SI indicators:
• very important for Ghana as it provided very 

sound, fundamental and comprehensive 
framework for bioenergy resource 

Lessons Learned Lessons Learned 
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framework for bioenergy resource 
measurement, monitoring and management.

• offered important information that will enhance 
a practical and feasible implementation

• has fostered closer links between relevant 
institutions in Ghana – will minimize the 
problem of uncoordinated and fragmented data 
gathering efforts in the future



Lessons Learned Lessons Learned 

• raised interest among many ECOWAS 

member states 

• provides opportunities to incorporate 

some sustainability aspects of the 
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some sustainability aspects of the 

indicators to the bioenergy sector. 

• full implementation of the 24 indicators 

is challenging in terms time and 

resources.



Lessons Learned Lessons Learned 

• Challenges provided opportunities for 

innovative approaches to problem 

solving 

• data was a major constraint, countries 
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• data was a major constraint, countries 

should be collecting relevant data 

• The Ghanaian experience revealed the 

challenges and opportunities of pilot 

testing the GBEP SI; 



Workshop Workshop 
RecommendationsRecommendations

• Improve the policy and regulatory 

frameworks especially with regards to 

improving data collection particularly 

from entrepreneurs in the bioenergy 
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from entrepreneurs in the bioenergy 

sector. 

• There must be firm  government & 

institutional support



Workshop Workshop 
RecommendationsRecommendations

• Need to improve data collection and 

establish data banks

• collaboration between stakeholders for 

effective sharing of knowledge, 
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effective sharing of knowledge, 

information and efficient implementation 

of the sustainability indicators.

• GBEP is invited to take the pilot project 

team through SI prior to implementation



Workshop Workshop 
RecommendationsRecommendations

• Simplistic approach for data gathering;

• prioritization of indicators as a first step 

to learn through the process;

• Establish a GBEP SI expert exchange 
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• Establish a GBEP SI expert exchange 

platform at both technical and policy 

levels

• Participants were called upon to bring 

the aspect of sustainable bioenergy to 

the attention of their Ministers.
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