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2nd GBEP BIOENERGY WEEK FOSTERS SUSTAINABLE 
PRODUCTION AND USE OF BIOENERGY IN MOZAMBIQUE 

 
Maputo, Friday 9 May 2014 - The 2

nd
 GBEP Bioenergy Week was successfully held from 5 to 9 

May 2014 in Maputo, Mozambique, as part of efforts of the GBEP Working Group on Capacity 
Building for Sustainable Bioenergy to facilitate cooperation and capacity building on the potential 
benefits of sustainable modern bioenergy.  
 
The event was hosted by the Government of Mozambique, with the support of the Governments 
of Brazil and Italy, as well as of APLA Brazil and Vale S.A. The event gathered around 150 
participants from Latin America, Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe among scientists and officials 
from the Ministries of Energy, Agriculture and Environment, including also representatives of the 
private sector in particular from Africa and civil society representatives to discuss on specific 
sustainability themes that are of key interest for Africa like regulatory and policy frameworks for 
bioenergy, food security and bioenergy, family farmers integration in the bioenergy value chain, 
and sustainable modern biomass energy development. 
 
As a follow up to the 1

st
 GBEP Bioenergy Week held in 2013 in Brazil, the Maputo event allowed 

having the opportunity to learn from positive experiences in the sustainable production and use of 
bioenergy that could guide the design and implementation of bioenergy policies in the interested 
countries. Furthermore it provided the opportunity to continue a dialogue with the African private 
sector and stakeholders on ways to improve mutual cooperation towards a more sustainable 
production and use of bioenergy.   
 
Special emphasis was given to the means to combine sustainability requirements in bioenergy 
policy development, business interests and funding opportunities. To this end the workshop saw 
interactive sessions involving policy makers, business and international banks/funds 
representatives, which gave the opportunity to have parallel discussion on how to best develop 
and finance projects in Africa, taking into account the importance of national and regional 
stakeholder engagement. 
 
In his opening statement at the Bioenergy Week on Monday 5th May 2014, the Honourable 
Jaime Himede, Mozambique's Vice-Minister of Energy, remarked that “the 2

nd
 GBEP Bioenergy 

Week held Mozambique is an opportunity to interact with international experts dealing with 
bioenergy and it opens a room for a deeper and wider debate between different actors from 
public and private sectors on best policies, technologies and practices for sustainable bioenergy 
production.  
 
Amb. Ligia Maria Scherer, Ambassador of Brazil to Mozambique, remarked that Brazil and Italy 
worked together under their Memorandum of Understanding on bioenergy to bring the second 
Bioenergy Week to Maputo. During the week it was possible to exchange experiences and foster 
capacity building with very productive results for implementing sustainable bioenergy solutions. 
 
Amb. Mariangela Rebuá, Director General of the Ministry of External Relations of Brazil and co-
Chair of GBEP, noted that “in order to transition away from traditional biomass to modern  
 



 

 

 
biomass, national policies that ensure the sustainability of bioenergy are key. The comprehensive 
and balanced set of social, environmental and economic sustainability indicators of GBEP give an  
important and significant contribution to assist countries in the formulation of public policies and 
regulatory frameworks for bioenergy. The use of these indicators has been very useful for the 
evaluation of bioenergy projects nationally as well as to facilitate the sustainable development of 
bioenergy in the world.” She added: “As we know, bioenergy is neither good nor bad per se, it 
depends on how it is produced. The sustainable production and use of bioenergy can provide 
opportunity for investment in agriculture and inclusion of small producers, playing an important 
role in combating energy poverty and to increase access to energy and rural development, 
besides reducing emissions of greenhouse gases. Therefore, it is necessary to build local 
capacity to facilitate the adaptation process of sustainability challenges to every context and 
reality, being flexible enough to take into account different production systems. There is no one-
size fits all solution. This reality underscores the importance of the exchange of experiences, as 
the Maputo Bioenergy Week propitiate.”  
 
Francesca Blasone, First Secretary of the Italian Embassy in Mozambique, highlighted the 
continued Italian support to the Global Bioenergy Partnership and the importance of the 
bioenergy development sector in Mozambique. She stressed that renewable energy plays an 
important role for the Italian mission in Mozambique and in light of this Italy is organizing a 
business mission in mid-May in Maputo which will be chaired by the Italian Vice Minister of 
Economic Development and will see the participation of around 70 private sector companies, 
some of which from the renewable energy sector. 
 
The 2

nd
 Bioenergy Week contributed to develop capacity of participating governmental officials 

and stakeholders on the sustainable production and use of bioenergy that could guide towards 
the implementation of sustainable bioenergy policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note to editors:  
 
The Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) brings together public, private and civil society 
stakeholders to implement the commitments taken by the G8 in 2005 to support "biomass and 
biofuels deployment, particularly in developing countries where biomass use is prevalent".  GBEP 
Partners now comprise 23 countries and 14 international organizations and institutions.  A further 
26 countries and 11 international organizations and institutions are participating as Observers.   
 
Additional information on the Bioenergy week is available at: www.globalbioenergy.org.  For 
further information and interview requests please contact: 
 
GBEP Communication and Events Adviser at Giovanna.pesci@fao.org 
 


