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Introduction

•Establishment of the GBEP CBWG and 
Activity Group 1
•ECREEE becomes GBEP Partner 
representing ECOWAS in May 2011
•ECREEE introduces the lack of 
sustainable biomass use in the 
ECOWAS Region 
•Expressed its desire for the intervention 
of the WG to promote sustainable & 
modern Bioenergy
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Introduction (Contd.)

Activities conducted in Activity Group 1:
• ECOWAS Regional Bioenergy Forum, Bamako, 

Mali
•Workshop on Resource Assessment, Rome, Italy
•Brazil Bioenergy Week/Study Tour, Brasilia, Brazil 
•Piloting GBEP Sustainability Indicators, Accra, 

Ghana
•Workshop on Piloting of GBEP Sustainability 

Indicators, Praia, Cape Verde
www.ecreee.org



BACKGROUND: THE ECOWAS REGION

• 15 countries with a land area of 5 million m2 

• Climate from semi-arid to humid tropical

• Population of with 300 million people

• 60% of population lives in rural areas

• 11 of the 15 countries are LDCS and HIPIC

• Almost 176 million people have 

no access  to electricity (52%)

www.ecreee.org



Current 
Energy 

Situation

Poor 
Energy 
Access

PREMISED ON

YET: Potential for 
renewable energy 
exists and energy 
efficiency can be 

employed

Energy security 

concerns: High 

vulnerability to fossil 
fuel price volatility

Climate changes 

concerns: 

increasing energy 

related GHG 
emissions

Low Access to 

modern energy 

service: The Region 

has one of the lowest 

access energy rate 

The Ouagadougou Declaration from 12 November 2007 highlighted the need for a regional RE&EE Centre

Foundation laid by Regulation C/REG.23/11/08 of the 61st Session of ECOWAS Council of Ministers in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on November 23, 2008

•Launch of the ECREEE preparatory phase in November 2009 with support of the ECOWAS 

Commission in collaboration and support from the core donors:

•Official Inauguration, first Executive Board meeting and launch of the ECREEE operational 

phase on 6th July 2010 

Interrelated challenges of energy poverty, energy 

security and climate change mitigation and adaptation 

Foundation of 
ECREEE



Creation of favorable framework conditions and an 
enabling environment for RE&EE markets by supporting 

activities directed to mitigate existing barriers

To contribute to the sustainable economic, social and
environmental development of West Africa by
improving access to modern, reliable and affordable
energy services, energy security and reduction of
energy related GHG emissions and climate change
impacts on the energy systems

Specific 
objectives

Establishment of ECREEE

Overall 
objective



• Lead and coordinate the implementation of the ECOWAS/UEMOA regional
action plan and White Paper on energy access by promoting RE&EE
technologies and services;

• Coordination, implementation and fund mobilization for targeted
programmes and projects in cooperation with national focal points,
international organizations and private sector:

• Tailored policy, legal and regulatory frameworks and quality standards

• Capacity building of key groups of different sectors

• Advocacy, awareness raising, knowledge management and networking

• Execution of renewable energy and energy efficiency programs and
projects for demonstration

Targetted Activities of ECREEE



REGIONAL HUB FOR THE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR 
ALL INITIATIVE (SE4ALL)

Energy 
Efficiency

Energy Access

Renewable 
Energy

EE Buildings



Objectives

WWW.ECREEE.ORG

Objective

The overall objective of the ECOWAS Bioenergy Program is to 
harness the BIOMASS Potential that will increase access to 
sustainable energy services through the deployment of 
sustainability criteria in the production, transformation and 
utilization of the resources without compromising food security.

Such Program will assist the ECOWAS member states to transition 
away from the traditional use of Biomass to a modern and 
sustainable production, transformation and utilization of biomass 
resources for electricity generation, cooking and heating

ECOWAS Bioenergy 
Program



Rationale
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Rationale
(Why Bioenergy 
Program/policy)

• No effective Policy frameworks/sustainable planning tools: 
• capacity building & technology transfer skills are inadequate
• No effective and sustainable Forest mg’t leading to 

• Increased live tree cutting & bush fires
• Open forests, weak policy enforcement: “no ownership”

• Traditional use of biomass currently 80%+ of total  energy 
consumed with over 80% households currently depending on 
biomass fuels using inefficient cookstoves with negative 
consequences on the forest, health of women & children, the 
environment and food security

• The use of biomass for electricity and heat are very minimal 
• Alternatives, improved and cleaner technologies have not 

competitive or used 
• Lack of adequate information and knowledge on sustainable

Bioenergy
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Building
blocks-
feedstock 
availability

Why 
Regional 
Context

• Bioenergy production, transformation, trade, utilization and policy 
implications transcend national borders. 

• Biomass policies become ineffective when they are not supported and 
integrated at both regional and national levels. 

Therefore, policy coherence and long-term effects are best realized under a 
regional context. The Region is poised to play the role of harmonizing 
approaches leading to a viable modern bioenergy sector

ECOWAS Bioenergy Policy

Feedstock is available in large quantities to form the basis of bioenergy production in the region



Bioenergy Policy: Rationale, vision and objectives

Objectives

Promote a modern, sustainable and vibrant bioenergy
sector in ECOWAS region by creating an enabling
environment that can unlock the potential by
removing the institutional, legal, financial, social,
environmental and capacity gaps and barriers.

Addressing the needs and constraints of the
governments, the private sector and the local
communities in using existing resources such as
household and agro processing wastes and residues.

Encourage the utilization of the Bioenergy resources
to provide sustainable energy access to its population
prior to any attempt to export the resources.

www.ecreee.org 1313



Progressive Dev’t of the ECOWAS Bioenergy Policy

WWW.ECREEE.ORG

ECOWAS
BIOENERGY 
POLICY 
TIMELINE
DEVELOPMENT

• Bioenergy Strategy was adopted by the ECOWAS Ministers of 
Energy in October 2012. 

• ECOWAS Bioenergy Policy document was elaborated with the 
support of  UNDP  and was technically validated in October 
2015

• The validated policy expected to be adopted by ECOWAS 
Council of Ministers and Heads of government at the 52nd

Session in December 2017 in Lomé, Togo.
• In support, ECREEE has led the formation of African Biochar 

Partnership (ABP) with ECREEE serving as the interim 
secretariat with objectives to:

 Coordinate research on optimal biomass use to sustain energy 
production, soil fertility and crop productivity 

 Facilitate participatory development of biochar production technologies 
and systems 



www.ecreee.org

• Regional Forum held 19 to 21 March in Bamako, Mali with assistance of GBEP 
Partners: UNDP, USA, UNIDO, UNEP and GACC

• Regional Bioenergy Strategy Framework  was elaborated & validated
• Adopted by Ministers at the ECOWAS HLM Meeting in Accra, Ghana
• Capacity building workshop held Nov. 2012
• Regional Bioenergy policy development: Contract awarded in Nov. 2013

The overall objective of the Regional Bioenergy Strategy is to improve food and
energy security through the deployment of sustainability criteria in the production
and utilization of resources.

West Africa Clean Cooking Alliance (WACCA) was launched in Oct. 2013

1: The Bamako Forum - Activity Group 1 



www.ecreee.org 1616www.ecreee.org

1: The Bamako Forum - Activity Group 1 

ECOWAS Bioenergy Forum: 19 – 21 March 2012
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1: The Bamako Forum - Activity Group 1 

The primary objectives were to:
• Promote the transition away from the traditional use of 
biomass towards a modern, efficient production and use of 
biomass;
•broaden regional dialogue and  peer-to-peer learning to support 
the development of Bioenergy strategies in the ECOWAS Member 
States and,
•Promote regional policy planning for Bioenergy harmonized with 
national policies;
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The primary objectives are to:
•sensitize and share experiences on modern sustainable 
Bioenergy production that also promotes food security; 
•create a vibrant and sustainable modern Bioenergy 
sector that promotes economic growth, rural 
development, and poverty alleviation.  

1: The Bamako Forum - Activity Group 1 
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1. Bioenergy Strategy Framework

key components:
• Resource Assessment, Mapping and  Planning
• Policy and Strategy Development 
• Information & Knowledge sharing
• Capacity building & Knowledge transfer
• Financing mechanisms and resource    

mobilization 
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2. Workshop on Resource Assessment 

(AG1)
The workshop was held on the 13 and 14 November 2012 in Rome, Italy, 
under Activity Group 1 (AG1)
• to promote effective policy planning for a sustainable bioenergy sector
• follow-up to the Bioenergy Regional Forum where biomass resource 

assessment and mapping was identified as an essential first step of the 
Bioenergy Strategy Framework

• discussed the state-of-the-art in this field related to: 
• (i) Methodological framework for assessment and mapping of env., 

social and economic resources, and calculations of total available 
biomass; & 

• (ii) Catalogued and shared experiences on biomass use, existing 
resource maps, and socio-economic conditions, including methods for 
the allocation and tenure of land
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3. Brazil Bioenergy Week/Study Tour (AG3)
Brasilia (Brazil): 18 - 23 March 2013

The Bioenergy Week:
• aimed at fostering sustainable bioenergy deployment, particularly in 

developing countries where biomass use is prevalent;
• consisted of training sessions with specific themes of sustainable 

production and use of bioenergy, where effective policy frameworks were 
discussed, taking into account the GBEP work on sustainability indicators.

• aimed at fostering exchange of information, experience, skills and 
technologies through bilateral and multilateral collaboration

• contributed to train developing country officials and stakeholders on ways 
to improve agricultural productivity and yield, to enhance feedstock 
logistics, and to increase the use of modern conversion technologies.
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4. Follow-up workshop and final meeting AG1 
Berlin, Germany in May 2013

This event allowed government representatives of the ECOWAS 
Countries to further share experiences on their capacity for 
sustainable bioenergy while maintaining agricultural productivity. 
In particular,  eight ECOWAS reps 
• presented their country’s efforts in moving forward with 

developing a sustainable bioenergy sector
• identified the need for effective policy and institutional 

frameworks to attract needed investments in the sector. 
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5. Piloting GBEP Sustainability Indicator, 
Accra, Ghana - 2012

Tested in the Ghanaian context to establish their feasibility and 
enhance their practicality as a tool for policy making. The Pilot Study 
was funded by the Government of the Netherlands. The main aims of 
this project were to: 
• Enhancing the capacity of the host country (and ECOWAS) to use 

the GBEP indicators as a tool for assessing the sustainability of its 
bioenergy sector and/or developing sustainable bioenergy policies;

• Learning lessons on how to apply the indicators and how to 
enhance their practicality as a tool for policymakers and giving this 
as feedback to the GBEP community.

• Workshop on Piloting of GBEP SI: 7-8 Nov. 2013: Praia, Cape Verde
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7. Feedback from the Member States 

The responses on the interventions has positive impact in the Region 
and these included:
• awareness raised and increased knowledge on bioenergy to levels 

higher than what they were before; 
• National policies and strategies for bioenergy development were 

not promoted before;
• No clear positive or negative experiences have been recorded on 

the impact of bioenergy on food security, environment and rural 
development. 

• Most countries expressed that their participating in the ECREEE-
GBEP meetings helped develop their capacities
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8. Joint Programs 

ECREEE and GBEP continue to cooperate on common intervention 
Programs such as:
• Activity Group 4 on Sustainable Wood Energy Management –

ECREEE and GBEP co-organized a Regional workshop on this 
activity Group in Benin in May 2016; 

• 5th Bioenergy Week: Was held in the ECOWAS Region (June 2017 in 
Accra, Ghana) co-funded by ECREEE, GBEP and UNDP;

• After the adoption of the ECOWAS Bioenergy Policy, that was 
shared the GBEP members for review, further joint programs 
would be developed to further enhance Bioenergy development in 
the ECOWAS Region. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZ91kEUnrMc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZ91kEUnrMc

