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Additional contributions to Activity Group 4 
"Towards sustainable modern wood energy development"

Facilitating dialogues on 
Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) and Bioenergy
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4 month project (September - December 2018) in Togo and Ghana 

Donor: supported by GIZ on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) of Germany

Main objective: to improve capacities of beneficiary countries for sound 
bioenergy development. 

Performed activities:

1. National MSWG established;

2.National MSWG consulted within workshops on bioenergy; and

3.Trainings on the full implementation of the GBEP Sustainability Indicators for 
bioenergy (GSI) with a focus on wood energy pathway in light of specific 
country context

2018 - Capacity Building on GSI for Bioenergy 
in Togo and Ghana



2018- Main project outcomes in Togo and Ghana

• Wood energy has been recognized as the most important (and critical) 
bioenergy pathway in both countries.

• A list of policy recommendations has been defined, which includes the 
followings:

– to facilitate the long term monitoring of the national bioenergy sector 
through a standardized data reporting format, with a view to inform 
policy and decision makers, thus accelerating the development of a 
sustainable bioenergy sector in the country; and

– to facilitate the collaboration and coordination amongst stakeholders
relevant for the wood energy pathway.
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Full report available both on FAO and GBEP websites

http://www.fao.org/3/ca3956en/ca3956en.pdf
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-2/capacity-building-on-gbep-sustainability-indicators-for-bioenergy-in-the-ecowas-countries-togo-and-ghana/it/


2019-2020 - Facilitating dialogues on 
Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) and bioenergy

Project duration : 9 months (September 2019 – May 2020)

Financial support: GIZ on behalf of Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) of Germany

In cooperation with: IEA Bioenergy

Main project objectives:

 raising awareness on the relevance and opportunity of sustainable wood 
energy production and use as a contribution to FLR;

 promoting the dialogue of stakeholders across FLR & bioenergy sectors 
with a view to :

• intensify opportunities for collaborations and to develop a joint 
agenda for action;

• work on the design of bankable projects that effectively address 
supportive market mechanisms in favor of the development of 
sustainable wood energy value chains that may stimulate FLR 
activities
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2019-2020 - Project activities: 

• National dialogues in Togo and Ghana: 

– building upon lessons learned during the 2018 project;

– coordinated efforts, both in Togo and Ghana, with:
• FAO Forestry department and FFF 

• GIZ: “Bioenergy and FLR” project in Ghana; REDD+ in Togo.

• International dialogues

• 2 input papers
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International dialogues on Forest Landscape 

Restoration (FLR) and Wood Energy

I. Global Landscape Forum, Bonn – 1-2 December 2018

II. EUBCE, Lisbon – 28 May 2019;

III. Global Landscape Forum, Accra - 30 October 2019; and

IV. World Bank “27th Land and Poverty 2020 Conference”, 
Washington DC, March 2020



1st Dialogue: Raising awareness
Global Landscape Forum, Bonn 1-2 December 2018
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For more info: GBEP website – Working Group on Capacity Building Meetings and 

Activities 2018 and 2019

The 1st dialogue was focused on SSA and aimed to raise awareness on:
• the interlinkages between Bioenergy and FLR, which are often considered 

as two distinct sectors; and 
• the various opportunities for synergy across the two sectors. 
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With the participation of: ECREEE, NEPAD, UNCCD; IIASA; WWF; World Bank. 

The 2nd dialogue identified major gaps and barriers that prevent sustainability 
and synergies between the FLR and bioenergy realms.

2nd Dialogue: 27th EUBCE, 28 Lisbon May 2019

http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/events-201630/events-2016200/it/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2019/working-group-on-capacity-building/en/


3rd Dialogue: GLF Accra - 30 October 2019
Focus on key success factors in Africa
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Live streaming available at: https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/accra-2019/join-online/

This session will bring together major international organizations as well as 
stakeholders and indigenous people from SSA in a view to: 
- share experiences, facilitate the exchange of information and data;
- raise awareness on key success factors and best practices in Ghana, Zambia, 

Kenya and Madagascar; 
- understand what approaches are effective and how and when these can be 

replicated and/or scaled up.
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With the participation of: FAO forestry department, FFF, IRENA; AUDA, AFR100 
Initiative; CIFOR; African Women’s Network for Community Management of 
Forests; ASA Initiative. 

https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/accra-2019/join-online/


We won’t stop!
4th International Dialogue

IEA Bioenergy will organize this event in cooperation with GBEP and 
with the support of GIZ, in the context of

“The 21st Annual World Bank Conference on Land and Poverty: 
Institutions for Equity and Resilience” 

Washington DC - March 2020

This dialogue will involve financial communities, potential donors 
and investors with a view to set up bankable projects
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the 21st Annual World Bank Conference on Land and Poverty


Bioenergy & FLR – the momentum is now!
IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land

• LAND MITIGATION OPTIONS - IPCC in its last report has recognized the key 
role of afforestation, reforestation, bioenergy with C capture and storage, soil 
C management and biochar as strategies to fight climate change, to achieve 
C-neutrality by 2050 and to keep global warming under 1.5 C degrees. 

• SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES – At the same time IPCC has highlighted the 
significant sustainability concerns that affect all these Land Mitigation 
Options, such as the increased competition for land and water

• IPCC calls for A COORDINATED RESPONSE

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. 
We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek”. 

As GBEP we have the responsibility 

to facilitate this coordinated response! 10



Thanks for your attention! 
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Contact-us: GBEP-Secretariat@fao.org

If  you want to go Fast, go Alone. 

If  you want to go Far, go Together
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