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AG2 “Raising awareness and sharing of 

data and experiences from the 

implementation of the GBEP indicators”



AG2 – Activities in 2021

• Technical Assistance in Cuba as part of the “Regional 

Observatory on Sustainable Energies – ROSE” project led 

by ECLAC 

• Implementation of the GSI on the biodiesel value chain in 

Paraguay

• Finalisation of the BIOPLAT-EU project



AG2 – Discussion on workplan for 2022

• Potential activities:

– Report back to WGCB on any GSI implementation during 2022; 

and 

– Coordinate the piloting of the Rapid Implementation Framework 

developed as part of the FAO project in 2021.

• Suggestions for the AG2 workplan will also be collected 

via email until 17 January 2022.



AG3 “Study tour for capacity building 

and training”



GBEP Bioenergy Week 2021
16-18 March 2021, Online

In collaboration with: With the support of:

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3

11.00-12.30 EAT (UTC +3)

Morning Session

11.00-13.00 EAT (UTC +3) 11.00-12.40 EAT (UTC +3)

OPENING REMARKS

***

GLOBAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL 

POLICIES

SUSTAINABLE BIOENERGY AS A 

CONTRIBUTION TO LAND 

CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION

BIOECONOMY OPPORTUNITIES 

IN AFRICA

13.30-16.00 EAT (UTC +3) 

Afternoon Session

14.00-16.00 EAT (UTC +3) 13.40-16.00 EAT (UTC +3)

SUSTAINABLE VALUE CHAINS FOR 

FOOD, ENERGY AND LIVELIHOOD 

SECURITY

***

BIOENERGY REPORTING AND 

STATISTICS IN AFRICA

LIQUID BIOFUELS IN URBAN AREAS

*** 

GBEP YOUTH AWARD 

BREAK-OUT GROUP DISCUSSIONS

***

ROUNDTABLE: BANKABILITY OF 

BIOENERGY PROJECTS –

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

*** 

KEY MESSAGES AND CONCLUSIONS



GBEP Bioenergy Week 2021 - Ethiopia

Led to an Outcome Document including a short term action plan, 
reconfirming that all efforts must be made in the short term to 
focus on renewable energy to reduce dependency on fossil fuel 
supply chains and create sustainable local jobs in Africa.

Specific activities for different actors:

• Create a favourable environment for bioenergy investment

• Promote the collection of accurate and reliable data

• Design and implement comprehensive capacity building programmes

• Promote local entrepreneurship in the bioenergy value chain

• Support bioenergy technologies and services through innovative and 

tailored funding mechanisms and schemes

• Promote collaboration and harmonisation of approaches



GBEP Bioenergy Week 2022 - Paraguay

• Thematic sessions of particular interest to the Americas

• Potential activities:

– AG4 session – wood energy and forest landscape restoration

– AG7 session – in collaboration with LEDS LAC BioCoP and 

REDBIOLAC

– AG8 session

– Presentation of Youth Award

• Suggestions for the agenda of the 2022 Bioenergy Week 

will also be collected via email until 17 January 2022.



Activity Group 4 “Towards sustainable 

modern wood energy development”



AG4 – Activities in 2021 and planned in 2022

• GBEP Side Event at EUBCE 2021 “Biomass for landscape 

restoration: how can the bioeconomy contribute to the UN 

Decade on ecosystem restoration?”

• GBEP contribution to the conference Sustainable Wood 

fuel Value Chains in Africa: Governance, Social, 

Economic and Ecological Dimensions to be held 23-25 

November 2021 in Ghana.

• Special Event – Sustainable Forests and Green Energy in 

organisation with FAO/NFO and IRENA during the World 

Forestry Congress 2022 (4 May 2022).
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AG4 – Discussion on workplan for 2022

• Potential activities:

– Hold a session during 2022 Bioenergy Week;

– Update the 2020 collection “Positive linkages between wood 

energy and forest landscape restoration” with the best practices 

presented during the Bioenergy Week;

– Create short brief (two pages) based on the discussions during 

the Bioenergy Week session; and

– Organize events/webinars on biohydrogen.

• Suggestions for the AG4 workplan will also be collected 

via email until 17 January 2022.



Activity Group 7 “Biogas”



AG7 – Activities in 2021



AG7 – Discussion on workplan for 2022

• Potential activities:

– Session during 2022 Bioenergy Week on biogas (in 

collaboration with LEDS LAC Bioenergy Community of Practice 

and RedBioLAC, who have both expressed interest); and

– More webinars to include contacts that have not yet had the 

opportunity to present, or as a follow up to the session at the 

Bioenergy Week.

• Suggestions for the AG7 workplan will also be collected 

via email until 17 January 2022.



Activity Group 8 “Advanced Liquid 

Biofuels”



AG8 – Activities in 2021

• In 2021, AG8 finalised the “Collection of 
experiences in Advanced Liquid Biofuels”, to 
receive final approval during these meetings. 

• Deep-dive into a selection of different
experiences to detail their variety

• From pilot to commercial-scale facilities over
four continents.

• Information on: enabling factors, main drivers,
benefits and challenges, information on
technology transfer, potential for scale up and
replicability, and impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic.



AG8 – Activities from 2021



AG8 – Discussion on workplan for 2022

• Potential activities:

– Hold a series of webinars on critical thematic areas related to 
advanced liquid biofuels, in collaboration with other initiatives also 
working in these areas;

– Write short news articles on each webinar, to be published on the 
GBEP website, which include the main discussions and conclusions; 
and

– Update the “Collection of experiences in Advanced Liquid Biofuels” 
to include further contributions from the above webinars.

• Suggestions for the AG8 workplan will also be collected via 
email until 17 January 2022.



Youth



Youth – Activities from 2021

• GBEP Youth Award 2021 awarded to Lilian Motongori Jamunga
for her research on “Mechanically (pedal) driven village-level 
reactor for production of biodiesel from non-edible oils”. 

• Lecture on “Sustainable bioenergy in national and 
international contexts”, 7 June 2021. Energy Economics, 
Department of Energy, Polytechnic University of Turin.

• The GBEP Secretariat, with inputs from FAO, has finalized the 
Bioenergy Supplement for the YUNGA Energy Challenge 
Badge, which has been piloted and will be published online in 
2022.



Youth – Activities planned/ongoing 2022

• The World Food Forum. The GBEP Secretariat is 

contributing to the Education Track of the WFF, with a 

‘lab’ for young people dedicated to bioenergy and its links 

with agri-food systems.

• The GBEP Youth Award 2022 will be associated with the 

9th GBEP Bioenergy Week to be held in Paraguay. The 

call for papers will be open in early 2022 to university 

students studying in research institutions in the Americas.

• Suggestions for activities on youth will also be collected 

via email until 17 January 2022.



Proposals for new activity groups



Proposals for new activity groups

Two new thematic areas where GBEP could create 

activities under the WGCB:

– Bioenergy in displacement settings

– Bioenergy links with food and nutrition security



Bioenergy in displacement settings – background 

• Limited access to modern, clean, reliable energy in 

displacement settings

• Bioenergy can bring: 

– Integrated approach with multiple co-benefits in displacement 

settings where modern energy services are lacking

– Options for clean, reliable and more affordable energy both at 

household, community and landscape level

– Green jobs



Bioenergy in displacement settings – scope 

• Many platforms already exist for energy in displacement settings 
(e.g. GPA and CEC)

• Role of Activity Group would be to:
– Raise awareness amongst GBEP Partners and Observers

– Mainstream sustainable bioenergy in displacement settings into GBEP 
programme of work

• Potential activities for 2022:
– organize webinars;

– undertake joint efforts to mobilize resources for concrete work in specific 
displacement settings; and

– provide inputs to initiatives in displacement settings by members and 
observers with a view to integrate bioenergy such as Guidelines on 
landscape approaches by CIFOR-ICRAF.



Bioenergy links with food and nutrition security -

background
• Bioenergy and nutrition links have 

tended to focus on the potentially 
negative impacts of the production of 
conventional biofuels on human 
health and nutrition.

• These are complex interactions –
requires contextual consideration of 
problems and synergies.

• When managed carefully and 
governed attentively, the use of 
biomass for modern bioenergy may 
have positive impacts on local food 
and nutrition security. These mutually 
reinforcing linkages may occur 
across value chains, both directly 
and indirectly.

IPU and FAO, 2021



Bioenergy links with food and nutrition security -

scope

• The Activity Group could have the following scope: 

– Stocktaking exercise for policy recommendations on nutrition outcomes.

– Knowledge product development: information on bioenergy-nutrition 
nexus.

– Programming through investment: based on the bioenergy-nutrition nexus 
within food systems. 

• Based on this scope, a few potential concrete activities have been 
identified: 

– Conduct a literature review to explore the bioenergy-nutrition nexus; and 

– Develop joint project proposals to address both components in a holistic 
manner through sustainability assessment of the bioenergy



Activities and capacity development 

events



Activities and capacity development events 2021

• “Financing options for Bioenergy Projects and Programmes”

– Report and online search tool

– Contribution from FAO

• World Bioenergy Association webinar: Lessons so far – the role 
of sustainable bioenergy in displacing fossil fuels, 30 June 2021.

– GBEP contribution as speaker

• UNIDO Expert Group Meeting, Clean Cooking: Potential for 
bioethanol Industries in High impact Countries, 23-25 June 2021.

– UNIDO and Clean Cooking Alliance (CCA), in partnership with UN-ESCAP, 
AU and GBEP



Activities and capacity development events 2021

• AFREC International Workshop on Bioenergy Monitoring and 
Reporting in Africa, 22-24 June 2021. 
– GBEP Secretariat contributed with a presentation in a dedicated session 

• Webinar in collaboration with LEDSLAC Bioenergy Community of 
Practice, 22 June 2021, 
– GBEP Secretariat presented the experiences of the measurement of the GSI in 

Paraguay. 

• Joint workshop IEA Bioenergy Strategic Inter-Task Project on 
Bioenergy and GBEP, 15-16 June 2021. 

• BBEST 2021/Biofuture Summit II Virtual Conference, 24-26 May 2021. 
– The GBEP Secretariat contributed to the “Webinar Live 1 – Biomass 

quantification and Sustainability Governance: How to achieve consensus”. 



Activities and capacity development events 2021

(upcoming)

• IEA Bioenergy Conference, 29 Nov – 9 Dec 2021. 

GBEP Secretariat will intervene as speaker in two sessions:

– Realising sustainable bioenergy pathways towards climate goals 

– 30 November 2021 

– Green Gas perspectives – 2 December 2021 



Activities and capacity development events 2022

• Some ideas for activities for 2022 are to:

– Side event with Biofuture Platform in the context of CEM 2022

– Side event EUBCE 2022 (Marseille, France, 9-12 May 2022)

• Suggestions for WGCB activities and capacity 

development events will also be collected via email until 

17 January 2022.



Conclusions

• The agreed next steps of the WGCB set out the Programme

of 2022 Work for the Working Group on Capacity Building 

• Submitted to the Steering Committee tomorrow for discussion 

and approval.

• A summary of the conclusions will be circulated after the 

GBEP meetings and deadlines for inputs will be evidenced.

• In the meantime, if you have any comments please email 

gbep-secretariat@fao.org.

THANK YOU! 

mailto:gbep-secretariat@fao.org

