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1. OVERALL PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS 
 

In line with its intended outcomes, the activities that FAO implemented in cooperation with GIZ – on behalf 

of BMZ – and IEA Bioenergy, contributed to facilitate the dialogue among stakeholders from both FLR and 

bioenergy communities, two sectors which work oftentimes in silos with a limited coordination between 

them. In particular, the “Dialogues on Forest Landscape Restoration and wood energy” held both at 

international (dedicated Interactive session at the Global Landscape Forum, Accra, 2019) and national level 

in Togo and Ghana, led to the definition of clear take home messages and paved the way for further follow 

up activities and coordinated efforts amongst various FAO teams of work, international organizations and 

National Multi-Stakeholders Working Group (NMSWG) members who have been actively involved in this first 

“Wood energy and FLR” joint action.  

The overarching goal of this project was achieved through the successful implementation of the 

activities described thereafter. 

• Identification of key stakeholders at international level and engagement of them in an “Interactive 

session” held in the context of the Global Landscape Forum (GLF) Accra, 2019, an international 

conference focused on FLR. The event, entitled “International dialogue on FLR and Wood Energy”, was 

organized as a joint effort between FAO/GBEP, IEA Bioenergy, GIZ, FAO/FFF, FAO Forestry department, 

IRENA. The event saw the participation of Ms. Nora Berrhamouni (FAO AFR100/FLR focal point) and of 

Mr. Mamadou Diakhite, team leader of AUDA-NEPAD and Executive Secretary of the AFR100 

Secretariat. 

• Identification of key stakeholders (from government representatives, private sector and civil society) at 

national level to facilitate “bridging the gap” between the realms of FLR and bioenergy and to 

mainstreaming sustainable wood energy and FLR objectives in NDC national strategies, currently under 

revision. Identified stakeholders were engaged in National Multi-Stakeholder Working Groups 

(NMSWGs) and involved in two day “National Dialogues on Wood Energy and FLR” held, with a 

participatory approach, both in Ghana and in Togo in January 2020. Both of the national events were 

organized by FAO/GBEP in collaboration with FAO/FFF and GIZ country offices in Ghana and Togo and in 

a coordinated effort with FAO country offices.  

• A dedicated “Working paper” was developed and published by FAO on June 2020 to inform the global 

community on project activities and results, with a view to facilitate potential follow up activities and 

projects. The dialogues across sectors stimulated the design of collaborative actions and joint activities 

that would effectively address supportive market mechanisms in favour of the development of 

sustainable wood energy value chains that may contribute effectively to reduce GHG emissions, and 

eventually enhance carbon sequestration in functional landscapes. The working paper includes, in Annex 

II, five Examples of positive practices to mainstreaming sustainable wood energy in the FLR processes, 

thus providing a significant contribution to the “collection of best practices” published in June 2020 on 

this thematic area under the GBEP Activity Group 4. 

• The linking with the broader FLR community through the FAO AFR100/FLR focal point, and FAO Forest 

and Farm Facility was ensured along the entire course of the project and will last beyond the project-

end. In fact, the GBEP staff (i.e. Dr. Tiziana Pirelli) was involved in the “AFR100 Mid-term Review Support 
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Unit” and has been contributing to review the “Draft AFR100 Mid-term Review Inception report” under 

the coordination of the AFR100 initiative Secretariat. 

• The global community has been informed on project activities and results through the GBEP website 

and GBEP regular meeting held at FAO HQ (Rome, Italy) in October 2019. Furthermore, dedicated 

communication and dissemination tools have been developed and made available for all on the web, 

with a view to inform both specialized and non-technical audience, on project activities and results. As 

an example, the webinar “Positive Relationships between Sustainable Wood Energy and Forest 

Landscape Restoration” was organized and delivered on 21 May 2020 and its recording is available online. 

The webinar aimed to disseminate the results of the project to FLR Focal Points and other interested 

parties. Furthermore, the FAO/GBEP staff involved in this project, has taken multiple opportunities to 

disseminate project activities and results by providing inputs and participating as resource person in 

additional international dialogues on this same thematic area, organized by FAO/GBEP, IEA Bioenergy 

and FAO/FFF. 

• Two conference papers have been developed to be used as inputs for two additional dialogue events 

under the coordination of IEA Bioenergy. The first conference paper, entitled “Forest Landscape 

Restoration and Bioenergy: a missing element of the land discussion, but needed to achieve the Paris 

Agreement and the SDGs”, has been submitted and accepted for an oral presentation as a contribution 

to the annual World Bank “Land and Poverty Conference 2020: Institution for Equity and Resilience” 

planned for March 2020. Unfortunately, due to the spread of COVID-19, the conference was postponed 

to 2021. The second conference paper entitled “Forest Landscape Restoration and Sustainable Bioenergy 

as a Bridge to Achieve the Paris Agreement, and the SDGs: Implementation Experiences and Financing 

Options” was submitted and accepted as a contribution to the European Biomass Convention and 

Exhibition (EUBCE) 2020, held online due to COVID-19 restrictions, on 9 July 2020. 

• A concept note for future follow up activities has been developed and shared with IEA Bioenergy and 

GIZ. 

2. BENEFICIARIES 
 

Stakeholders from both FLR and bioenergy communities at global level; National stakeholders from both the 

Wood Energy and the FLR realms in Togo and Ghana; Youths and the wider public. Furthermore, this project 

has allowed the building or strengthening of a network of stakeholders in the context of wood energy and 

FLR Initiative, through the organization of joint activities and pooling of resources with other teams of work 

within FAO (e.g. FFF, Forestry Department), and with other international organizations (e.g. GIZ, IRENA, IEA 

Bioenergy) working on Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) and related topics. The project staff has also 

provided support to the AFR100 secretariat by participating in reviewing the “Draft AFR100 Mid-term Review 

Inception report”. 

3. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND ACTIONS TAKEN 
  

The spread of the COVID-19 pandemic has caused the cessation of in-person meetings, starting from the 

beginning of March 2020. Therefore, a few meetings and conferences which initially were foreseen to be 

held in person (e.g. World Bank Conference 2020), have been held virtually and/or postponed. In some cases, 

activities have been postponed just a few weeks (e.g. e-EUBCE 2020), whilst in other cases, events have been 
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fully rescheduled to be held the next year (2021). Therefore, in order to complete the communication and 

dissemination activities foreseen in the initial programme of work of the project, a no-cost extension has 

been required and kindly approved by the donor. The deferral of the end of the project has allowed FAO staff 

to participate in the postponed events and to re-think the way to share knowledge and experiences after 

COVID-19. As an example, dedicated IT communication tools (e.g. animated video and infographic) have been 

developed and webinars and virtual meetings implemented. 

 

4. OBJECTIVES ACHIEVED 
 

1- GBEP took up opportunities for joint activities and pooling of resources with other teams of work 

within FAO (e.g. FFF, Forestry Department) and with other international organizations (e.g. GIZ, 

IRENA) working in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) on Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) and related topics. 

This “Hand in Hand” approach has allowed the building or strengthening of a network of stakeholders 

in the context of wood energy and FLR Initiative, thus facilitating awareness raising and the exchange 

of information to optimize the use of funds and accelerate the achievement of common goals. The 

established network has been functional in developing and delivering, in a joint effort and under the 

coordination of GBEP, a series of activities that have constituted the core of this project (see Table 

1).  

2- A holistic and cross-cutting approach was adopted for the implementation of all project activities. It 

led to the identification and engagement of multiple categories of stakeholders to participate in the 

project’s events and to form the National Multi-Stakeholder Working Groups (NMSWB), which took 

part in the dialogues held at national level both in Togo and Ghana. The NMSWG have involved 

relevant representatives of both the bioenergy and the FLR sectors (the full list is available in Pirelli 

et al. 2020, Annex III) and includes the following categories of stakeholders: 

• GOVERNANCE and COORDINATION structure: The core group of actors includes those with 

the material resources, knowledge and scope required to wield significant influence over the 

design, planning and implementation of initiatives related to sustainable wood energy and FLR 

on a broad, continental level. These include donors, technical agencies, supporting technical 

and financial partners, and regional communities and structures.  

• ENABLING AGENTS (national actors): The second category of stakeholders – national actors – 

consists of national-level public sector authorities with key decision-making powers at the 

country level, who are responsible for forest restoration, developing and implementing 

national energy plans,  and other related activities.  

• IMPLEMENTATION ACTORS: The third category of stakeholders are on-the-ground operators, 

including various private sector, NGOs, civil society or research/scientific/forestry 

organizations, farmers’ and women’s networks, and project implementation agencies, who 

engaged in some form in the realization of sustainable wood energy and FLR Initiative’s goals. 

 

This participative approach has facilitated the dialogue among the above-mentioned stakeholders, 

which usually work on the same thematic and local context but “in silos”, with no interactions or 

exchange among them. The dialogue has allowed awareness raising on the various activities currently 

on-going on wood energy and FLR at local level, thus creating connections among the actors and 

laying the basis for future synergies among them (e.g. the new collaboration between FFF and the 

“Wood energy and FLR” GIZ project in Ghana). Beyond this, the dialogues have provided on-the-

ground operators, such as forest communities and SMEs, with an opportunity to exchange directly 
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with enabling agents both at the national level and international level, thus informing them on their 

views and needs and gaining visibility for their positive practices.  

3- Youth involvement was ensured along the 

entire project lifespan, in line with the 

usual GBEP modus operandi. This project 

has provided young professionals up to 

the age of 35 with an opportunity to be 

trained and mentored in leveraging 

continental networks and social media in 

a professional environment relevant to 

the development practitioners’ world. 

They have been invited to actively 

contribute in all events organized within 

this project, both at international (e.g. GLF 

Accra 2019) and national level (e.g. 

dialogues in Togo and Ghana). At the 

national level, youth were involved as 

members of the NMSWGs and had an 

important opportunity to showcase the 

outcomes and products of their research 

and enterprise (see figure on the right). 

Furthermore, young professionals have 

been engaged in the project, under the 

continuous guidance of FAO professional 

staff, to define and develop non-technical communication tools, as described in the point 5 of this 

section.  

4- Communication of activities and dissemination of results. GBEP has dedicated to this project a wide 

space on its own website to communicate and keep all GBEP members, the bioenergy international 

community, all relevant stakeholders and the wider public informed on the activities and 

achievements of the project. Project activities were announced in advance via the GBEP newsletter 

and the related outcomes summarized and disseminated through dedicated FAO and GBEP 

webpages, and the participation in various events organized beyond the scope of this project (see 

Table 1-Points 4, 5 and 9). To reach the widest audience possible, dedicated social media posts were 

performed (e.g. via LinkedIn and Twitter). The main aim of communication and dissemination 

activities was to maintain interest in the relevance of the topic and to increase the understanding of 

how modern bioenergy and FLR actors could harmonize their efforts thus accelerating the 

achievement of common goals. To this end, dedicated communication tools have been developed 

and made available on line for consultations, even after the project end. These tools are described 

in the following point. 

5- Development of communication tools addressed to various target groups. One of the take home 

messages from both the international and the national dialogues held in the context of this project, 

was the lack of awareness on modern bioenergy processes and of the opportunities that these 

offer to contribute to FLR. In the context of the GBEP programme of work and also with a view to 

meet this need, GBEP developed various communication tools addressed to different target groups:  
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a. Development of simple communication tools to extend the “Wood Energy and FLR” 

thematic to the general public. An animated video and an infographic have been developed 

with the aim to deliver, in a very concise and straightforward way, key messages on how 

modern bioenergy can contribute to FLR and vice versa. The animated video describes the 

existing linkages and possible synergies between Wood energy and FLR, and how the 

optimization of these relationships could accelerate the achievement of 14 SDGs out of 17. 

The video, which is entitled “Sustainable Wood Energy and Forest Landscape Restoration”, 

consists of 4 key components, dedicated to the following topics: 1- Forest land degradation; 

2- Forest Landscape Restoration and its contribution to achieve the SDGs targets; 3- Modern 

Bioenergy as a contribution to FLR; 4- Modern bioenergy and its contribution to achieving 

the SDGs targets. The video was presented to the wider public on 21st May 2020 in the course 

of the GBEP webinar “Positive linkages between Wood Energy and FLR” and has been made 

available for all on the GBEP You Tube Channel for future consultations. The infographic 

focuses on gasification and aims to explain the multiple benefits that this value chain can 

provide to communities in remote areas. It consists of three components: 1- a short summary 

of existing issues that gasification can contribute to overcome; 2- process explanation and 

requirements that the local context shall meet to host a valuable and sustainable gasification 

value chain; 3- the direct and the indirect benefits that gasification could bring both at local 

and at global level, acting as a means for carbon capture and storage, thus contributing to 

mitigate climate change.   

b. Development of communication tools for technical audience. Key outcomes from the 

international and national dialogues implemented in the course of the project have been 

summarized in the FAO Working Paper “International dialogues on Forest Landscape 

Restoration and Wood Energy. Preliminary outcomes from multi-stakeholders consultations 

in Sub Saharan Africa”. The working paper has been recently published by FAO on its website 

and made available for all (visit this link). Furthermore, a dedicated webinar targeting the 

FLR Focal Points, and other interested parties was organized to better explain the possible 

synergies between sustainable modern wood energy and FLR and showcase two examples 

of best practices (Sustainable Forest Management, and use of forestry and agricultural 

residues to provide accessible cooking energy). A further webinar was delivered with the aim 

to present the multiple benefits derived from the use of modern wood energy by-product 

(i.e. biochar). The recording of both the webinars and the related documents have been 

published on the GBEP website (see Table 1). 

6- Gender issues. Women cover key roles along the traditional wood energy value chain and GBEP is 

fully aware of this and of the multiple opportunities that modern bioenergy could offer to them. 

Modern bioenergy is cleaner and more efficient compared to traditional forms of energy, thus 

women can benefit from the consequent reduced burden of domestic duties, improved health and 

economic conditions, increased time availability to be dedicated to childcare, learning or to other 

higher income activities. Furthermore, the development of short modern bioenergy value chains and 

the FLR initiatives at local level can provide women with new job opportunities, such as trees 

nurseries and the collection of forestry and agricultural residues (e.g. corncobs, nutshells) that can 

constitute a valuable alternative to wood fuel in the context of modern bioenergy processes. The key 

role of women was ensured in all the activities performed along the entire project lifespan. The 

project management team is mainly constituted by women (e.g. lead project coordinator, lead 

http://www.fao.org/energy/publications/en/
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technical advisor, technical advisor and administrative personnel) and the gender balance was one 

of the basic criteria used in the formation of the NMSWGs at National level.  

 

5. OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES  

 
Table 1 List of activities implemented and communication tools developed and delivered in the context of the project. Some of these 

products are available online; in this case, the link is reported in the right column. 

N° 
Document type Reference Link(s) 

1 

 

International and 

National dialogues 

organized by GBEP  

a) October 2019 - Interactive session at the 

Global Landscape Forum (GLF) in Accra 2019. 

The event was co-hosted by FAO Forestry 

department, FAO/FFF and GIZ. 

- Recording of the 

session is available 

on the GLF website 

- Working documents 
and outcomes are 
available on the 
GBEP website 

b) January 2020 - National dialogues on Wood 

Energy and Forest Landscape Restoration in 

Togo  

Available on the GBEP 

website 

c) January 2020 - National dialogues on Wood 

Energy and Forest Landscape Restoration in 

Ghana 

Available on the GBEP 

website 

2 

Reports on activities 

and results of the 

projects 

a) FAO Working paper. Pirelli, T., Morese, M.M. 

and Miller, C. 2020. International dialogues on 

Forest Landscape Restoration and wood 

energy – Preliminary outcomes from multi-

stakeholders consultations in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Rome, FAO. ISBN 978-92-5-132738-8.  

Available on the FAO 

website  

Final report b) This current document 
Available on the GBEP 

website 

3 Webinar 

21 May 2020 - Positive Relationships between 

Sustainable Wood Energy and Forest Landscape 

Restoration 

Available on the GBEP 

website 

4 

Contribute to the 

GBEP Program of 

Work - AG 4 - Towards 

Sustainable Modern 

Wood Energy 

Development 

a) Presentation of the project activities and 
objectives at the GBEP Annual Meetings held 
at FAO HQ on October 2019.  

The PPT is available at 

this link. 

b) Contribute to writing the report “Collection of 
examples: Positive Relationships between 
Sustainable Wood Energy and Forest 
Landscape Restoration”.  

The report has been 

published by GBEP 

and has been made 

available for all at this 

link. 

c) 7 May 2020 - Contribute to organize and 
participate as resource person in the webinar 
“Biochar Systems for Sustainable Agriculture”. 

The recording of the 

webinar and the 

related PPT are 

available at this link. 

https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/agenda/accra-2019/day-1-2/interactive-session-6-3rd-dialogue-on-forest-landscape-restoration-flr-and-bioenergy/
https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/agenda/accra-2019/day-1-2/interactive-session-6-3rd-dialogue-on-forest-landscape-restoration-flr-and-bioenergy/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2019/working-group-on-capacity-building/it/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2019/working-group-on-capacity-building/it/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2020/working-group-on-capacity-building/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2020/working-group-on-capacity-building/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2020/working-group-on-capacity-building/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/events1/gbep-events-2020/working-group-on-capacity-building/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/ca9289en/ca9289en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca9289en/ca9289en.pdf
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-4/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-4/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-4/webinar-sustainable-wood-energy-and-forest-landscape-restoration/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-4/webinar-sustainable-wood-energy-and-forest-landscape-restoration/en/
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/fileadmin/user_upload/gbep/docs/2019_events/WGCB/AG4_Pirelli_GIZ.IEA.2019_project.pdf
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/fileadmin/user_upload/gbep/docs/AG4/AG4_Collection_of_examples_links_sust._wood_energy_and_FLR_June2020.pdf
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/programmeofwork/working-group-on-capacity-building-for-sustainable-bioenergy/activity-group-7/biochar-webinar-series/en/
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N° 
Document type Reference Link(s) 

d) 11 June 2020 - Contribute to organize and 
participate as resource person in the webinar 
“Climate-smart biochar systems: opportunities 
and challenges”.  

The recording of the 

webinar and the 

related PPT are 

available at this link. 

e) 9 July 2020 - Contribute to organize and 
participate as resource person in the Side 
Event “Bioenergy: the overlooked contributor 
to the 1.5°c climate objective”, organized by 
GBEP in occasion of the European Biomass 
Convention and Exhibition (EUBCE) 2020, held 
online due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

The working 

documents and the 

outcomes of this 

session are available 

at this link. 

5 

Contribute to 
develop, under the 
coordination of IEA 
Bioenergy, two inputs 
papers to be used as 
inputs for two 
additional 
international dialogue 
events 

 

a) Fritsche, U.; Moosmann, K.; Pirelli, T.; Sander, 

K., 2020. “Forest landscape restoration and 

bioenergy: a missing element of the land 

discussion, but needed to achieve the Paris 

Agreement, and the SDGs”. 

Available on the 

World Bank Land and 

Poverty Conference 

website 

b) Fritsche, U.; Moosmann, K.; Pirelli, T.; Sander, 

K., 2020. “Forest Landscape Restoration and 

Sustainable Bioenergy as a Bridge to Achieve 

the Paris Agreement, and the SDGs: 

Implementation Experiences and Financing 

Options”. The conference paper was a 

contribution to the European Biomass 

Convention and Exhibition (EUBCE) 2020, held 

online due to COVID-19 restrictions, on 8 July 

2020. 

The working 
documents and the 

outcomes of this 
session are available at 

this link. 
 

6 

Contribute to the 

work of the “AFR100 

Mid-term Review 

Support Unit” 

Review of the document “Draft AFR100 Mid-term 

Review Inception report” 

Email exchange with 

Ms. Petra Lahann 

(AFR100 secretariat)  

and Ms. Nora 

Berrhamouni (FAO 

AFR100 and FLR Focal 

Point)  May 2020 

7 

Development of 

simple 

communication tools 

to extend the “Wood 

Energy and FLR” 

thematic to non-

technical audience as 

a contribution to the 

GBEP programme of 

work 

a) Animated video - Synergies between 

Sustainable Wood Energy and Forest 

Landscape Restoration sectors   

Available on the GBEP 

You-tube channel 

b) Infographic - Gasification explained 
Available on the GBEP 

website 

8 

 

Participation in 

project Steering 

Committee virtual 

2019 - 16 August; 21 August; 5 September; 12 

September; 4 October; 21 October; 8 November; 

18 December 2019 

 

http://www.globalbioenergy.org/fileadmin/user_upload/gbep/docs/AG7/Webinar_-_Climate-smart_biochar_systems_-_11_June_2020.pdf
https://www.eubce.com/bioenergy-the-overlooked-contributor-to-the-1-5c-climate-objective.html
https://www.conftool.com/landandpoverty2020/index.php?page=browseSessions&presentations=show&search=tiziana
https://www.conftool.com/landandpoverty2020/index.php?page=browseSessions&presentations=show&search=tiziana
https://www.conftool.com/landandpoverty2020/index.php?page=browseSessions&presentations=show&search=tiziana
https://www.conftool.com/landandpoverty2020/index.php?page=browseSessions&presentations=show&search=tiziana
https://programme.eubce.com/abstract.php?idabs=17268&idses=1055&idtopic=28
https://youtu.be/FniFP-5dYtc
https://youtu.be/FniFP-5dYtc
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/fileadmin/user_upload/gbep/docs/AG4/GASIFICATION_-_final_draft.pdf
http://www.globalbioenergy.org/fileadmin/user_upload/gbep/docs/AG4/GASIFICATION_-_final_draft.pdf
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N° 
Document type Reference Link(s) 

meetings - “FLR-

Bioenergy Talks” 

 

2020 - 3 February; 2 March; 15 April; 8 June 2020  

9 

Communication and 

dissemination of 

project activities and 

results in other events 

13 December 2019 - FFF world café – FAO HQ – 

Indonesia Room 

 

10 
Concept Note for 

follow-up activities  

CN shared with GIZ and IEA Bioenergy on 18 May 

2020 

 

 

6. TAKE HOME MESSAGES   

 

The activities implemented in the course of the project have brought to light the following take home 

messages: 

a. Traditional woodfuel value chain in SSA covers a key role to ensure energy, food and livelihood 

security to local populations, especially in remote areas of the country. Its important contribution 

to the country energy mix is not expected to decline in the near future.  

b. The traditional charcoal supply chain is not sustainable, because of various reasons, but mainly 

due to the extremely low efficiency (usually lower than 15 percent) of traditional kilns used to 

produce it.  

c. The policies and measures (P&Ms) adopted so far to support the FLR process are difficult to 

execute. This is due to various reasons, the most relevant one being the lack of land tenure and 

tree ownership characterizing the majority of legal framework in SSA countries.  

d. There is a low engagement of single charcoal producers and/or farmers in planting new trees. 

A measure to overcome this barrier is to encourage the establishment of FFPOs and 

communities which shall be engaged to plant tree and set up tree nurseries. 

e. Local government should urgently foresee the establishment of lots dedicated to wood energy 

supply in their forest plantations plans. This type of intervention will contribute to 

preserve/reduce the overexploitation of slow growing native hard wood species, which currently 

constitutes the preferred source of energy with irreversible impacts on forest landscapes, 

biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

f. Modern bioenergy could offer multiple opportunities to accelerate the achievement of the 

objectives established in the context of the AFR100 and the FLR Initiatives, and to set the basis 

for long-term duration of the results achieved.  

g. A general lack of awareness on the positive linkages between modern bioenergy and FLR has 

emerged. In light of this, both of the NMSWGs formed and consulted during the implementation 

of this project, pinpointed the urgent need to be targeted by information and training campaigns 

on existing bioenergy systems and on the various environmental, economic and social benefits 

that these can additionally deliver to local populations.  

h. Additionally, the NMSWGs urgently call for stronger technical support by international agencies, 

as both countries are now in the process of reviewing/updating their wood energy- and climate-

related strategies, such as their national woodfuel regulation, national reforestation plans and 

(I)NDCs.  



 

10 
 

i. Dedicated P&Ms have to be defined to support a gradual transition towards sustainable modern 

bioenergy forms as complementary to the ones adopted for pursuing the FLR goals. 

j. It is advised to support the development of short energy value chains, characterized by a reduced 

number of intermediaries between the biomass or the feedstock producer, and the consumer, 

based on the use of large and locally available fuel. 
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7. SUGGESTED FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES 
 

The activities performed under this project led to the definition of highly relevant follow up activities, which 

are described thereafter.  

• Mainstreaming modern and sustainable bioenergy in the FLR Initiatives currently on-going at global 

level; 

• Continue the awareness raising campaign on the “Positive interlinkages between bioenergy and FLR” 

both at international and at national level, also by targeting all the 29 African countries that have 

adhered so far to the AFR100 Initiatives. To this end, it would be key to identify key stakeholders at 

national level and establish permanent NMSWG, to favour participatory processes and ensure a 

crosscutting approach in defining policy recommendations around FLR and sustainable bioenergy 

sectors (with a focus on wood energy) and national wood energy- and climate-related strategies. 

• Create a comprehensive dataset on currently existing sources and on-going activities in the two 

sectors, to serve as a baseline on which to develop and measure further progress. To this end, the 

following actions are strongly suggested: 

- to map domestic bioenergy supply potential at country level, such as woodfuel, agricultural and 

agro-industrial waste and residues. A georeferenced overview of these resources (e.g. forest and 

woodfuel inventory, residues from agriculture or timber industry, bamboo, etc.) is key to pave 

the way for sustainable FLR-modern bioenergy integrated systems in the various areas of the 

countries; 

- to map all existing bioenergy enterprises currently active at country level (e.g. biogas plants, 

SMEs working on the production of improved cookstoves and improved feedstocks – pellets, 

briquettes, chips; charcoal producers). This type of information will raise the awareness of the 

various actors of the value chains, including end consumers, on where to find improved 

technologies, feedstock and bioenergy by-products to be applied in the field, and will help to 

identify the most successful practices, thus facilitating their scale up and replicability. 

Furthermore, the maps will serve as a tool to facilitate the interactions amongst actors and will 

support the creation of consortia and/or of producers organizations, thus that they can ask for 

major support from the government. Last but not least, both of the above mentioned maps will 

indirectly favour the traceability of biomass flows at country level, also by quantifying the amount 

of biomass exported each year as a bioenergy source.  

 

8. CONCLUSIONS  
 

The key role of traditional wood fuel value chains, especially charcoal, is undisputed and will probably 

continue to dominate the energy framework in SSA in the near future. Nevertheless, the severe impacts that 

its production and use cause on forest landscapes and related ecosystem services have been more recently 

recognized and are receiving increasing attention both at international and regional level (e.g. through the 

AFR100 initiative). Therefore, a long-term vision should be urgently embraced and put in place to facilitate 

the gradual transition towards other modern and more sustainable sources of energy, which include more 

efficient wood energy supply chains and, in the meantime, the adoption of alternative forms of energy.  

To achieve the above mentioned objective, it is important to act in an inclusive manner and with a 

coordinated approach. To this end, it is key to create international connections and opportunities for 
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knowledge sharing, helpful to optimize the allocation of resources and to speed up a long-term sustainable 

development process to achieve common goals.  

The activities implemented in the course of this project should be scaled up and dialogues replicated in 

other countries, primarily the ones that have committed to FLR related Initiatives (i.e. 20x20 Initiative, 

AFR100 and ECCA30).  
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