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GLOBAL BIOENERGY PARTNERSHIP PUBLISHES REPORT ON  
SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS FOR BIOENERGY 

 
 

GBEP secures international consensus to respond to mandate from G8 Leaders 
 

Set of 24 indicators cover environmental, social and economic aspects of bioenergy development 
 

Indicators already tested in Japan, with pilot projects in Indonesia, Colombia and Ghana 
 
 
Rome, 16 January 2012 – The Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP) announces today it has 
published its report on sustainability indicators for bioenergy, providing an invaluable resource in 
helping countries assess and develop sustainable production and use of bioenergy. 
 
The report represents the first global, government-level consensus on sustainability indicators 
for bioenergy and is the concrete evidence of how GBEP Partners and Observers have 
successfully responded to the mandates received from successive Group of Eight Summits 
in 2008, 2009 and 2010. 
 
"The GBEP report is unique in that it is a product of the only multilateral initiative that has built 
consensus on the sustainable production and use of bioenergy among a wide range of national 
governments and international organisations,” stated Corrado Clini, GBEP Chair and Italian 
Minister for the Environment Land and Sea. “Sustainability is key to ensuring that bioenergy 
reaches its potential both in the developed and developing world. The GBEP indicators offer a 
valuable tool for policymaking and monitoring the contributions of bioenergy to sustainable 
development.” 
 
Publication of “The Global Bioenergy Partnership Sustainability Indicators for Bioenergy” is 
announced in occasion of the opening of the World Future Energy Summit and the launch of the 
International Year of Sustainable Energy for All, today in Abu Dhabi. Other GBEP Partners and 
Observers will also draw attention to today's announcement during events held as part of the 
Summit. 
 
Edison Lobão, Minister of Mines and Energy of Brazil, the country that co-chairs GBEP 
together with Italy, congratulated “all GBEP Partners for the task accomplished.” Speaking during 
the Ministerial lunch of the Second Session of the Assembly of the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA) yesterday, he added: “The report is an innovative tool to help policy 
makers at the domestic level take informed decisions towards the sustainable development of 
bioenergy in order to mitigate climate change; increase energy security and promote 
development by encouraging investment, improving infrastructure and increasing productivity and 
access to energy.” 
  
The report – featuring 24 sustainability indicators and their respective methodology sheets – is 
intended to provide policymakers and other stakeholders with a tool that can support the 
development of national bioenergy policies and programmes as well as help interpret and 
respond to the environmental, social and economic impacts of bioenergy production and use. The 
indicators take a holistic approach to assessing many important aspects of the intersection of 
bioenergy and sustainability, including greenhouse gas emissions, biological diversity, the 
price and supply of a national food basket, access to energy, economic development and 
energy security. 



 

 

 
The GBEP indicators have already been tested in Japan and other Partners have expressed a 
willingness to do the same. In the meantime, the Partnership is proceeding with piloting projects 
in Indonesia, Colombia and Ghana.  
 
The newly established GBEP Working Group on Capacity Building for Sustainable Bioenergy will 
build on this work to facilitate collaboration among GBEP Partners and Observers. The initiative 
aims to raise awareness of the potential benefits of sustainable modern bioenergy through 
workshops, study tours and public forums, among others. The activities and projects developed 
within the Working Group will be country-driven. It will also facilitate cooperation and capacity 
building through sharing information, stimulating discussion and identifying opportunities for 
cooperation on sustainable bioenergy development and deployment.  
 
“The Global Bioenergy Partnership Sustainability Indicators for Bioenergy” is available from the 
Global Bioenergy Partnership website at http://www.globalbioenergy.org 
 
 
 
 
 
Note to editors: 
 
The Global Bioenergy Partnership brings together public, private and civil society stakeholders 
to implement the commitments taken by the G8 in the 2005 Gleneagles Plan of Action to support    
"biomass and biofuels deployment, particularly in developing countries where biomass use is 
prevalent". 
 
GBEP and its Partners now comprise 23 countries and 13 international organizations and 
institutions: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Fiji, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy, 
Japan, Mauritania, Mexico, Netherlands, Paraguay, Russian Federation, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Tanzania, United Kingdom, United States of America, Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS), European Commission, FAO, IDB, IEA, UNCTAD, UN/DESA, UNDP, 
UNEP, UNIDO, UN Foundation, World Council for Renewable Energy (WCRE) and European 
Biomass Industry Association (EUBIA). 
A further 22 countries and 11 international organizations and institutions are participating as 
Observers. 
 
The Partnership is currently chaired by Corrado Clini, Minister for the Environment Land and Sea, 
Italy and co-chaired by Mariangela Rebuá, Director of the Department of Energy, Ministry of 
External Relations, Brazil. The GBEP Secretariat, hosted at FAO Headquarters in Rome, is the 
co-ordinator of communications and activities of the Partnership. 
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International media enquiries 
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